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President’s Report General Interest Club Activities / Fees 

Greetings All, 

Notice Of Annual General Meeting 

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting 

of the Tea Tree Gully Gem & Mineral Club Inc. will 

take place at 8.00 p.m. on Thursday, 4 November 2021. 

All positions will be declared vacant. Members are 

encouraged to attend, and new nominations for 

Committee are always welcome! 

Thank you to all the members who paid their 

membership subs last month. To those few still 

outstanding – please renew as soon as you can so you 
remain financial and don’t incur a re-joining fee. 

I’m pleased to report that after a couple of setbacks and 

a return to hospital, Gerry Dillon is now home again 
and on the mend. Best wishes from us all, Gerry. We 

hope to see you very soon. 

In order to counteract the poor attendance at the Club’s 

monthly general meetings, the Committee will consider 

changing the evening time spot to an afternoon one. 

Stay tuned for an update next month. 

Planning is progressing for our anticipated Show next 

April. Volunteers will be needed to run the event, so all 

class members (& others) are asked to put their hands 

up, even if it is for a short period. The Show will not 

run itself, and helpers will be needed in various 

capacities. 

Until next month – stay Covid safe and keep smiling! 

Cheers, Ian. 
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Meetings 

Club meetings are held on the 1st Thursday of each 

month except there is no meetings in January. 

Committee meetings start at 7.30pm. 

General meetings start at 8 pm. 

Library 

Librarian - Augie Gray 

There is a 2-month limit on borrowed items. 

When borrowing from the lending library, fill out 

the card at the back of the item, then place the card 

in the box on the shelf. 
When returning items, fill in the return date on the 

card, then place the card at the back of the item. 

Tuesday Faceting/Cabbing 

Tuesdays - 10 am to 2 pm. 

All are welcome. Supervised by Doug Walker 
(7120 2221). 

Wednesday Silversmithing 

Wednesdays - 7 pm to 9 pm. 

All are welcome. Supervised by Jean Hickman 

(0419 837 886). 

Thursday Cabbing 

Thursdays - 10 am to 2 pm. 

All are welcome. Supervised by Augie Gray 

(8265 4815 / 0433 571 887). 

Friday Silversmithing 

Fridays - 9 am to 12 noon. 

All are welcome. Supervised by John Hill 

(8251 1118). 

Faceting/Cabbing/Silversmithing Fees: 

A standard fee of $3.00 per session applies – to be 

paid to the session supervisor. 

In the interest of providing a safe working 

environment, it is necessary to ensure everyone 
using the workshops follow the rules set out in 

Policy No. 1 - 20/11/2006. 

It is necessary that Health and Safety regulations are 

adhered to always. 

Everyone using the workshop must ensure: 

• that all club equipment (e.g. magnifying head 

pieces, faceting equipment, tools, etc.) used 

during the session, is cleaned, and returned to the 

workshop after usage. 

• that all workstations are left in a clean and tidy 

state. 

• that all rubbish is removed and placed in the 

appropriate bin. 

• and where applicable, machines are cleaned and 

oiled or dried. 

NOTE: The Tea Tree Gully Gem & Mineral Club Inc. 

will not be held responsible or liable for any person 

injured while using the club machinery or equipment. 

Club Subscriptions: 

$25.00 Family $20.00 Family Pensioner 

$15.00 Single $12.50 Single Pensioner 

$10.00 Joining Fee 
 

Diary Dates / Notices 

Happy Birthday 
Members celebrating October birthdays: 

10th – Judi Crouch. 

30th – Liz Lane. 

31st – Mike Mabbitt. 

24th – Campbell Morrison. 

31st– Cheryl Rudd. 
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The Tea Tree Gully Gem & Mineral Club Inc. is not and cannot be held responsible or liable for 

any personal injuries, loss or damage to property at any club activity, including, but not limited to, 
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An indemnity is to be signed by all participants before each and every field trip activity they attend. 
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October 2021 Mineral Selections. 

Contributed by Augie Gray… 

Agate Selections from High-Class and 

Middle-Class Mines in China 

 
High Class Mine 01. 

 
High Class Mine 02. 

 
High Class Mine 03. 

 
High Class Mine 04. 

 
High Class Mine 05. 

 
High Class Mine 06. 

 
High Class Mine 07. 

 
High Class Mine 08. 

 
Middle Class Mine 01. 

 
Middle Class Mine 02. 

 
Middle Class Mine 03. 

 
Middle Class Mine 04. 

 
Middle Class Mine 05. 

 
Middle Class Mine 06. 

*** 
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October 2021 Mineral Selections. 

Indonesian Ornamental Gemstones – 

by Augie Gray 
Over the next 2-3 months I will be showcasing 

some of the new and extraordinary cutting 

material coming out of Indonesia, primarily 

Java. 

Some of the spectacular materials include - 

- Opalized Wood 

- Petrified Wood 

- Petrified Palm & Palm Root (many different 

varieties) 

- Agates – Plume, Moss, Dendritic & many 

other types 

- Jaspers – including many varieties of River 

Jasper which are very similar to the iconic 

Madagascar Ocean Jasper 

- Plume Chalcedony 

- Chrysoprase 

- Amber – gold, red & blue 

- Chrysocolla, and more… 

 
Blue Tide Seam Agate. 

 
Crazy Lace Agate. 

 
Dendritic Agate. 

 
Moss Agate 01. 

 
Moss Agate 02. 

 
Moss Agate 03. 

 
Moss Agate 04. 

 
Moss Agate 05. 

 
Moss Agate 06. 

 
Moss Agate 07. 

 
Moss Agate 08. 
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October 2021 Mineral Selections. 

Contributed by Augie Gray… 

Indonesian Ornamental Gemstones – Continued… 

 
Tube Agate 01. 

 
Tube Agate 02. 
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Augie’s October 2021 Spider Jewellery Shares 

Contributed by Augie Gray… 

These Spiders are the work of an extraordinarily talented internet friend of mine, who sadly took her own life recently due to depression. They are 

constructed with sterling silver beads and other components, and are truly works of art. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*** 
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My Facebook Shares – Page 1 of 2. 

Contributed by Augie Gray… 

 

 

 

 
Colour divergence in the Lesser Sunda Pit Viper (Trimeresurus 

insularis). Holy moly !!! 

 
Find the panda! 

 

 
Shawn Heflick playing with a wild Anaconda in Colombia. 

Very cool. 

 
One of the most famous fungi in the world is the “zombie ant 

fungus”. It takes over the mind of an ant, causing it to climb up a 

branch and cling to the underside of a leaf before mummification. 

Once locked in place, the mushroom-like fruiting body of the 

cordyceps sprouts from the ant and eventually releases its spores. 

Photography Credit: Jay Eeh. 

 

 
Blending in! 

 
This is how number one turns into a number two! 

 
A stunning 56mm faceted Turkish Agate. Credit - Faysal Birlik. 

Continued next page… 
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My Facebook Shares – Page 2 of 2. 

Contributed by Augie Gray… 

 
A stunning 9 kg. block of Aceh Nephrite. I only wish I had access 

to a saw that could handle this piece! Credit - Saipal Ambia. 
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Janet and Mel’s August 2021 Whale Watching Safari – Page 1 of 5. 

Contributed by Mel Jones… 

Destination Fowlers Bay - We set out for Port 

Augusta on 12-08-2021 where we camped 

overnight. On 13-08-2021 we drove through to 

Ceduna where we set up an overnight camp 

again. On the way we lunched at Kimba and 

took the following photo of their Silo Art… 

 

At Ceduna we dined-out at the Foreshore Hotel. 

 
Covid spacing, masks off, and relaxing while waiting for seafood. 

On 14-08-2021 we set out on the last leg to 

Fowlers Bay and arrived at lunchtime. We 

lunched, set up camp, and spent the remainder 

of the day exploring Fowlers Bay… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Fowlers Bay jetty photographed from the sandhills. 

 
The bay that extends off into the distance beyond the jetty is where 

we spent the duration of our whale watching boat tour. 

 
It was from these sandhills that I took the previous five photos. 

Also, see ‘Historic Interpretive Signage’ No. 3 (next page) regard-

ing the impact of the drifting sand on ‘Kent Town & High Street’. 

 
Fowlers Bay Hall Est. 1922 

 
Ruth’s Cottage Circa 1913 
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Janet and Mel’s August 2021 Whale Watching Safari – Page 2 of 5. 

Contributed by Mel Jones… 
Exploring Fowlers Bay on 14-08-2021 continued… 

‘Fowlers Bay Historic Walk’ 
Historic interpretive signage erected around 

the town… 
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Janet and Mel’s August 2021 Whale Watching Safari – Page 3 of 5. 

Contributed by Mel Jones… 
Exploring Fowlers Bay on 14-08-2021 continued… 

 

 

Beach Walk near Fowlers Bay Township 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Return from Beach Walk to Fowlers Bay Township 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back in 1974, when on the way to Perth, we 

camped overnight at Fowlers Bay next to the 

back of the deserted, former Court House/Police 

Station (shown restored above as an accommo-

dation service). And we setup a canvas shower 

bucket to wash in the morning at the back of the 

building next to the gaol pictured below. 

In the 1960s/70s, Fowlers Bay was in a 

significant state of decline following the closure 

of the school. shipping, and Courthouse/Police 

Station…and a reduction in inhabitants. 

 

Since then, Fowlers Bay has picked up and 

maintains a pleasant small-town atmosphere 

very much worth a stopover for relaxation if not 

for fishing and/or whale watching. 

Next two pages cover our whale watching… 
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Janet and Mel’s August 2021 Whale Watching Safari – Page 4 of 5. 

Contributed by Mel Jones… 

On the morning of 15-08-2021, Janet and I 

joined fellow tourists on EP Cruises – Fowlers 

Bay Whale Tour – Rod (Boat Pilot and Tour 

Guide) and Jai (Deckhand) at Fowlers Bay, 

South Australia. 

To watch the Whale Watching Video that we 

compiled from snippets we took, CTRL + Click 

on, or tap the hyperlink below: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hsJwHGa9cIk 

 
EP Cruises – Fowlers Bay Whale Tour boat. 

 
Covid masks on, all onboard, and leaving Fowlers Bay Jetty 

 
Rod – EP Cruises boat pilot and tour guide. 

 
Janet taking whale photos with her iPhone. 

 
Two mother whales with their calves’ tail slapping the water. 

 
An adult whale engaged in water slapping with its tail. 

 
Telephoto lenses are essential if you want close-up whale shots. 

 
Two mother whales stay close to their calves engaged in play. 

 
Tourists get a turnabout opportunity to join Rod on the pilot’s deck 

and listen to his ongoing talk about whales and the area. 

 
Another adult whale engaged in water slapping with its tail. 

 
This mother whale followed her curious calf that made its way 

toward the boat – this gave those without telephoto lenses an 

opportunity to get a few closer shots. Nevertheless, this was also 

appreciated by those who had telephoto lenses. 

 

 
The mother whale waves to the boat as it heads back to the Fowlers 

Bay Jetty (to end the morning tour). 

*** 
On 16-08-2021, Janet and I joined fellow tourists 

at the Head of the Bight Whale Watching 

Visitors Centre at Yalata, South Australia. 

 
Visitors are required to stay on the walkways. 

Janet is third from the right. 

Southern Right Whales – Head of the Bight. 

The Southern Right Whales come to give birth in 
the protected bay each year between Mid-May to 

late October. The Female whales generally breed 

once every three years and bear calves that are 
about 5.5 m long and 1000?1500 kg at birth. 

While most Southern Right Whales are black to 

dark grey with small ventral patches of white, 
these animals have extensive areas of white 

sometimes extending well up the flanks or even 

onto the back and head. Some calves are even 
born completely white, developing dark markings 

later in life. Females feed and nurture their young 

in the shallows where they can best protect their 
young from predators such as their Killer Whale 

cousins or the Great White Shark. 

 
Whales were scattered across the water in both 

coastal directions and some seen further out to 

sea as far as visibility allowed. The viewing 

here from the height of the cliffs offered a 

significant advantage over viewing from a boat. 

Boat viewing is also restricted by a regulation 

that boats must maintain a certain distance from 

whales. 
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Janet and Mel’s August 2021 Whale Watching Safari – Page 5 of 5. 

Contributed by Mel Jones… 

Whale Watching at Head of the Bight 

on 16-08-2021. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Southwest View. Note: Whale splashing in front of the far cliffs. 

 
Southeast view. Janet watching whales to the South. 

 

 

 
Note the callosity markings on the whale’s head – like a fingerprint. 

 

 

*** 

 

 
Permission was granted by Rod to those on the boat to use these 

Facebook shared pictures, however we choose. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Large Cuttlefish being shredded and eaten by Australian Sea Lion. 

To see this Sea Lion in action and other events on this 

whale watching tour, watch our video on YouTube: 

Janet and Mel's August 2021 Whale Watching Safari 

*** 
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General Interest/Humour. 

Contributed by Doug Walker… 

A Little Bit of Car History 

After the bombing of Pearl Harbor on 

December 7, 1941, the Secret Service found 

themselves in a bind. 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt was to give his 

Day of Infamy speech to Congress on Monday, 

and although the trip from the White House to 

Capitol Hill was short, agents weren't sure how 

to transport him safely. 

At the time, Federal Law prohibited buying any 

cars that cost more than $750, so they would 

have to get clearance from Congress to do that 

and nobody had time for that. 

One of the Secret Service members, however, 

discovered that the US Treasury had seized the 

bulletproof car that mobster Al Capone owned 

when he was sent to jail in 1931. 

They cleaned it, made sure it was running 

perfectly and had it ready for the President the 

next day. 

Al Capone's 1928 Cadillac V-8 "Al Capone" 

Town Sedan became the President's Limo in 

December 1941. 

 

Mechanics are said to have cleaned and checked 

each feature of the Caddy well into the night 

of December 7th, to make sure that it would run 

properly the next day for the Commander in 

Chief. 

And run properly it did. It had been painted 

black and green to look identical to Chicago's 

police cars at the time. 

To top it off, the gangster's 1928 Cadillac Town 

Sedan had 3,000 pounds of armour and inch-

thick bulletproof windows. 

 

It also had a specially installed siren and 

flashing lights hidden behind the grille, along 

with a police scanner radio. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“Previous Owner” 

Footnote: The car sold at auction in 2012 for 

$341,000.00. 

*** 

Contributed by Doug Walker… 

Smiles… 

 

 

Tea Tree Gully Gem and Mineral Club Incorporated, Old Tea Tree Gully School, Dowding Terrace, Tea Tree Gully, South Australia, 5091. 

Page 13. 



General Interest/Humour. 

Contributed by Doug Walker… 

Smiles - Continued… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*** 

Contributed by Wendy Purdie… 

 

An Airbus 380 is on its way across the Atlantic. It 

flies consistently at 800 km/h at 30,000 feet, when 

suddenly a Eurofighter with Tempo Mach 2 appears. 

The pilot of the fighter jet slows down, flies alongside 

the Airbus and greets the pilot of the passenger plane 

by radio: "Airbus, boring flight, isn’t it? 

Now have a look here! 

He rolls his jet on its back, accelerates, breaks through 

the sound barrier, rises rapidly to a dizzying height, 

then swoops down almost to sea level in a 

breathtaking dive. He loops back next to the Airbus 

and asks, "Well, how was that?" 

The Airbus pilot answers: "Very impressive, but now 

you look!" 

The jet pilot watches the Airbus, but nothing happens. 

It continues to fly stubbornly straight, with the same 

speed. After 15 minutes, the Airbus pilot radios, 

"Well, how was that?" 

Confused, the jet pilot asks, "What did you do?" The 

Airbus pilot laughs and says, "I got up, stretched my 

legs, walked to the back of the aircraft to use the 
bathroom, then got a cup of coffee and a chocolate 

fudge pastry. 

The moral of the story is: 

When you are young, speed and adrenaline seem to be 

great. 

But as you get older and wiser you learn that comfort 

and peace are more important. 

This is called S.O.S.: Slower, Older, but Smarter. 

Dedicated to all my friends who are like me, now 

realising that it is time to slow down and enjoy the rest 

of the trip. 

*** 
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General Interest/Humour. 

Contributed by Alan Rudd… 

Awesome Aircraft Paint Jobs Part 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*** 

Contributed by Allan Rudd… 

No Way to Put Five in a Quattro 

Five Scotsmen in an Audi Quattro arrived at an 

Irish border checkpoint. Paddy the officer stops 

them and tells them: "It is illegal to put 5 people 

in a Quattro, Quattro means four."  

"Quattro is just the name of the automobile," the 

Scotsmen retort in disbelief. "Look at the 

papers: this car is designed to carry five 

persons."  

"You cannot pull that one on me," replies 

Paddy. "Quattro means four. You have five 

people in your car, and you are therefore 

breaking the law."  

The Scotsmen reply angrily, "You idiot! Call 

your supervisor over. I want to speak to 

someone with more intelligence!"  

"Sorry," responds Paddy, "Murphy is busy with 

2 guys in a Fiat Uno." 

*** 

 
*** 
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General Interest/Humour. 

 

 

 

 
When the bar owner has a sense of humour. 
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General Interest/Humour. 

 

 

 

*** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This photo was taken in 1955, it was called “a few seconds before 

happiness. 

 
Out birdwatching today; got this shot of a falcon resting in a tree. I 

love nature. 

 

*** 
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General Interest/Humour. 

Contributed by Doug Walker… 

Bumper Stickers for Seniors… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*** 
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General Interest/Humour. 

Contributed by Doug Hughes… 

Because We All Need to Laugh 

 
I’ve been social distancing all my life…It’s called GOLF. 

 
When you leave the TV on for your dog, on a news channel, and 

come home 8 hours later. 

 

 

 

 
Quarantine, Day 8: 

 

 

 

 

 

*** 

 

 

*** 
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Members’ Noticeboard 

 

*** 

 

 
A remote area of Australia. 

*** 

2021 Australian Gem & Mineral Calendar: Click here... 

Adelaide Gem and Mineral Club - Facebook: Click here... 

Adelaide Gem and Mineral Club - Website: Click here... 

Australian Faceters Guild: Click here... 

Australian Federation of Lapidary and Allied Crafts Association (AFLACA) - Facebook: Click here... 

Australian Federation of Lapidary and Allied Crafts Association (AFLACA) - Website: Click here... 

Australian Gem Club Directory: Click here... 

Australian Lapidary Forum: Click here... 

Enfield Gem and Mineral Club Inc: Click here... 

Flinders Gem, Geology, and Mineral Club Inc: Click here... 

Gem and Mineral Clubs Association of South Australia: Click here... 

Gemcuts: Click here... 

Lapidary World: Click here... 

Metal Detectors - Garrett Australia: Click here... 

Metal Detectors - Miners Den Adelaide: Click here... 

Mineralogical Society of SA Inc – Facebook: Click here... 

Mineralogical Society of SA Inc - Website: Click here... 

Murraylands Gem and Mineral Club Inc: Click here... 

NQ Explorers: Click here... 

Prospecting Australia: Click here... 

Southern Rockhounds: Click here... 

Tea Tree Gully Gem and Mineral Club: Click here... 

The Australian Mineral Collector: Click here... 
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